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PROUD GRADUATES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF YUSUF #1 
 

IBN TAYMIYYAH 
 
This life with all its luxuries is a prison. The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: 

نْ َيا ِسْجُن اْلُمْؤِمِن َوَجنَُّة اْلَكاِفرِ   الدُّ
Narrated by Abu Hurayrah, Salmaan, Ibn Umar, Ibn ‘Amr and Anas radhiallahu ‘anhum. You 

find it in Muslim, at-Tirmidhi, an-Nasaa’ee, Ibn Maajah, Ibn Hibbaan and Ahmad. Why is it a 

prison with all the luxuries? Why would the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam call this life 

a prison? As you know, a prisoner in prison is restrained and restricted from many things 

and many luxuries that me and you can do in the free world Alhamdulillah. And one in this 

life is restricted from things he will be able to do in Jannah, that is why he is called a 

prisoner. That is one reason why the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam called the believer 

a prisoner.  

The second is because a prisoner gets limited privileges. You can get a phone call, you can 

go to recreation, you can get some food, but if you compare it to the one in the free world, 

those few privileges are nothing. Likewise, that which we get of luxuries in this life is nothing 

compared to what is in the life after that, which no eye has seen, no ear has heard and no 

mind has thought of. This life is a prison to a believer yet within this prison are the man 

made prisons, and that is our topic. 

Sometimes, people deserve to go to prison. Sometimes, they are oppressed and wronged. 

Dhul-Qurnayn built what would be considered a prison, the barrier between us and Gog and 

Magog. They would do evil things so he put a barrier between us and them. Many are 

imprisoned for speaking the truth. Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam went to prison, that is why it is 

called the University of Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam. Yusuf runs away from the sin that they accuse 

him of committing, imagine, he gets charged, convicted and imprisoned for that sin which 

he ran away from. He is an honourable Messenger yet he gets accused in his honour. That is 

the trend and path of the tyrants and the oppressors of all times, whether Muslim or non 

Muslim oppressors and tyrants. They see that which you so much hate and avoid, and 

accuse you of it. Imprisonment, beatings, harassment, whips, torture and even death is 

more of an option to a righteous believer, if given the choice between that and Kufr in the 

Lord of the universe. Given a choice between oppression and prison or Kufr in the Lord of 

the universe, he chooses the first one. Even if it is a sin, perversion or immorality, he will 

choose prison over that.  
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Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam could have fulfilled the strongest desire a man has. He could have 

done that with one of the most gorgeous and high ranking women of his time. And on top of 

that, he could have got all he wanted of luxuries and comforts, everyone would have 

imagined the lifestyle Yusuf would have been having. He could have done that and lived in a 

spacious palace with everything under his control, yet Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam chooses prison:  

 ﴾٣٣: ﴿يوسف... بِّ السِّْجُن َأَحبُّ ِإَليَّ ِممَّا َيْدُعونَِني ِإَلْيهِ   َقاَل رَ 
He said: “O my Lord! Prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me.” (Surat 

Yusuf: 33) 

She gave him the choices, either prison or the sin of fornication, he chose prison. 

Look at Fir’awn and the magicians. The magicians during the time of Musa were given the 

choice between Islam and Kufr, imagine, the choice between Islam and Kufr. Islam meant 

Fir’awn was going to imprison them, cut their hands and legs off, then crucify them and let 

them die a slow, painful death. Believing in the Lord of Musa and Haroon is going to entail 

that. Believing in Fir’awn meant that they get any of the luxuries anyone wants and anything 

they dreamed of, because he promised that prior to them entering the competition. If you 

win, you are going to get this and this. 

َقاَل نَ َعْم َوِإنَُّكْم َلِمَن  ﴾١١٣ا ِإن ُكنَّا َنْحُن اْلَغاِلِبيَن ﴿  ِإنَّ َلَنا ََلَْجر  َقاُلوا ...
 ﴿اَلعراف﴾﴾ ١١١بِيَن ﴿  اْلُمَقرَّ 

They said: “Indeed there will be a (good) reward for us if we are the victors.” He said: “Yes, 

and moreover you will (in that case) be of the nearest (to me).” (Surat al-A’raaf: 113-114) 

In Surat al-A’raaf and Surat ash-Shu’araa, he tells them verily, you will be among those 

brought near to me. Despite the fact that they lost, he was willing to bring them close and 

use them as a force against Musa. But the moment that they believed in Allah, their goals so 

suddenly changed, their life was different. The moment their blessed foreheads went down 

for the sake of Allah, in total servitude to Allah, they could no longer hit the ground in 

servitude to any human being. 

 ﴾١٢١بِّ اْلَعاَلِميَن ﴿  َقاُلوا آَمنَّا ِبرَ  ﴾١٢١ُة َساِجِديَن ﴿  َوأُْلِقَي السََّحرَ 
 ﴿اَلعراف﴾
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And the sorcerers fell down prostrate. They said: “We believe in the Lord of the ‘Aalameen 

(mankind, Jinns and all that exists).” (Surat al-A’raaf: 120-121) 

All this happened while Imaan was still fresh and ripe, as fresh and ripe as can be. They said 

we have the choice of believing in you Fir’awn and getting all that we want, and believing in 

the true Lord of Musa with the consequence of prison, torture and death, we choose the 

latter.  

ي َِّناِت َوالَِّذي َفَطرَ   َقاُلوا َلن ن ُّْؤثِرَ  َفاْقِض َما أَنَت  ۖ   نَا  َك َعَلٰى َما َجاَءنَا ِمَن اْلب َ
نْ َيا  ۖ   َقاض    ﴾٢٢: ﴿طهِإنََّما تَ ْقِضي َهٰ ِذِه اْلَحَياَة الدُّ

They said: “We prefer you not over the clear signs that have come to us, and to Him (Allah) 

Who created us. So decree whatever you desire to decree, for you can only decree 

(regarding) this life of the world.” (Surat Taha: 72) 

Never ask for or seek prison. Just like the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said do not 

ever be eager to meet your enemy but if you do meet your enemy, be patient. Likewise, it is 

the same with prison. If you do enter prison, be patient and steadfast but do not ever seek 

it.  

 ََل تَ َتَمن َّْوا ِلَقاَء اْلَعُدوِّ َواْسأَُلوا اللََّه اْلَعاِفَيَة َفِإَذا َلِقيُتُموُهْم َفاْصِبُرو
In Sahih al-Bukhari. Ask Allah to safeguard you from prison and hardship in meeting your 

enemy, do not ask for it and do not seek it. But if you are cornered into it, man up to the 

task. Today at times, especially with the youth, it has become a trend amongst some to 

think that it is cool to go to prison and it has become like a rock star thing. I say ask Allah day 

and night to never enter it, not even for a minute, but if someone’s destiny is that he enters 

it, be firm. Wallahil-‘Adheem there are those who supplicate day and night behind the dark 

walls of prison every night, that Allah takes their heart and soul. There are those who spend 

their nights in Du’aa saying that. There are those who have lost their faith behind the walls 

of a prison and there are those who lost their minds behind the walls of prison. Always ask 

Allah for ‘Aafiyah.  

Ibn Battah said the reason for not wishing to meet your enemy (the Hadith that I 

mentioned) and likewise hardships or prison, is because you do not know what the 

consequence will be. It could be a defeat, it could be you lose your faith, you do not know 

what the consequences are going to be so do not ask for it. Others said it is because it may 

cause one to rely on himself, you put too much trust on yourself and do not focus on 

reliance upon Allah. Then you pay too much attention to your strength and not to reliance 

on Allah, and you lack attention on the strength of your enemy. Al-Hasan al-Basri used to 



Page | 4  

 

say, do not call another person to start fighting. Back then the wars used to start with one 

on one, two on two, three on three, as you know in the Battle of Badr. So do not ask one to 

start fighting but if they call you, be a man and Allah will make you victorious.  

Many want to enter prison thinking it is cool but when they enter it, they break down in one 

way or another, begging and pleading, losing their minds or at times their faith. We ask 

Allah to guide them and hasten the release of every last one of our brothers. And 

sometimes they go to the point of lying about their brothers to get out early. There are the 

few who remain steadfast behind the walls. We ask Allah to hasten the release of every last 

brother and delight the hearts of the mothers and families with the release of their family 

members. Do not ask for it but if you are dragged into it then be steadfast. None of our 

scholars, Yusuf, or even the magicians of Fir’awn asked for it but when the choice was given  

to them, we are going to choose this one. We are going to choose Islam over Kufr, we are 

going to choose not committing the sin over this, that is how their trend was. 

 Al-Azeez orders Yusuf to be imprisoned because of an accusation against him. In prison he 

saw those who were oppressed, he met a new different kind of people that he was not used 

to meeting. People who were oppressed, people who were hungry, people who were 

tortured, people who gave up hope on life. He went to them and he was a mercy to them, 

he gave many of them new hope and a new life. That is what you need to do, encourage 

their morale, keep them going and remove the depression. He gave support to those who 

needed support, he taught them Tawheed and he gave them the interpretation of the 

dreams that they had.  

He himself (Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam) was imprisoned unjustly but he did not sit and nag and 

complain and say oh why am I here? Why did Allah put me here? Why should I do Da’wah to 

Allah when Allah put me here? Because a real Daa’iyah does not care about his personal 

cause. His ultimate goal of pleasing Allah is what he is concerned about, to promote the 

work of Allah and not his personal gain. The inmates saw this was a different man. Usually if 

you live with someone for some time you can tell he is different. You can tell those who are 

playful, you can tell those who are humorous, you can tell those who are depressed and you 

can tell those who are righteous. They play chess and he is there worshipping. They fight 

and he solves the problems, so there was something different about this man. That is why 

they told him:  

 ﴾٣٣: ﴿يوسفاَك ِمَن اْلُمْحِسِنيَن   ِإنَّا نَ رَ ...
Verily, we think you are among those who are Muhsinoon (doers of good). (Surat Yusuf: 36) 

What is it that makes you so different? You pray at night, you fast, why is it that you do 

that? They said who are you? Inform us, give us some information about you. This man 

laying in prison was the man that the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said the 
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magnanimous, the son of the magnanimous, the son of the magnanimous, the son of the 

magnanimous.  

Al-Bukhari Rahimahullah narrated from Ibn Umar radhiallahu ‘anhuma that the Prophet 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said about Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam: 

يُوُسُف ْبُن يَ ْعُقوَب ْبِن ِإْسَحاَق  : اْلَكرِيُم اْبُن اْلَكرِيِم اْبِن اْلَكرِيِم اْبِن اْلَكرِيمِ 
 ْبِن ِإبْ َراِهيمَ 

They said what is your mission? What is your message? You look different. He said my 

mission is Tawheed. 

رٌ  ُقونَ   بَاٌب مُّت ََفرِّ   أََأرْ ...  ﴾٣٣: يوسف﴿  َأِم اللَّ ُه اْلَواِحُد اْلَقهَّارُ   َخي ْ
Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, the Irresistible? (Surat Yusuf: 39) 

Which is better, many lords or One? He made Da’wah in prison, he was not crying and 

nagging about why they put him in prison. Who do you think is really in prison, the one who 

put him in prison or Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam? Al-Azeez lived outside in the free world but he 

lived in agony, he was not content in life. Yusuf was in prison but he was content and happy. 

The people around Yusuf saw so much happiness in Yusuf that he brought them so much 

happiness. When some of them were released, they went back to be with Yusuf and spend 

more time with Yusuf. They chose to be in prison with Yusuf than to be in the outside free 

world. Yusuf interprets their dreams. Many who do not know, may Allah safeguard you from 

prison, in prison when you are under the oppressive tyrants who excommunicate you from 

the world, you do not know anything about your children, your mother, your father, or what 

is going on. Your dreams become a source of tranquility to you. One of the two he 

interpreted the dream for that are known in Surat Yusuf, he told him at the end: 

 ﴾١٢: ﴿يوسف... بِّكَ   ِني ِعنَد رَ   اذُْكرْ ...
“Mention me to your lord (i.e. your king, so as to get me out of the prison).” (Surat Yusuf: 

42) 

What is said is not wrong, Yusuf did not say anything wrong. As long as one’s heart is 

attached one hundred percent to Allah and detached from everything else, he has the right 

to seek available means. That is for an average person, but not for Yusuf. The Messenger of 

Allah, the magnanimous son of magnanimous, he is held on a higher standard. Allah wanted 

to teach him other people can have their heart attached to Allah and seek means but you, 
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who rescued you Yusuf from your brothers? Who rescued you from being a slave in the 

house of the Azeez? Who is it that rescued you from that? He gets a lot more miracles, that 

means he is held to a higher standard. Who rescued you from committing adultery and 

fornication Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam? Now you seek means from other than Allah, even though 

your heart is one hundred percent attached to Allah? You are held on a higher standard, you 

are an example Yusuf. You must seek both dependency, reliance and means only from Allah 

subhaanahu wa ta’aala. 

 ﴾١٢: يوسففَ َلِبَث ِفي السِّْجِن ِبْضَع ِسِنيَن ﴿...
So [Yusuf] stayed in prison a few (more) years. (Surat Yusuf: 42) 

A lesson for Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam and a lesson for us. He learned to never ask anyone but 

Allah for anything. Never depend on anyone but Allah, even in matters that other people 

are permitted to. All those who claim to love you, all the students you teach and you give 

them time, you better make sure your intention is only for Allah because all will flee away 

from you at times of hardship. It happened to the righteous scholars before and it will 

continue to happen, so make sure your aim is to please the One that you are going to 

depend on in the future in times of hardship. because everyone else you try to depend on is 

not going to be there. There are those who seek to be uplifted by leaders, groups and 

organisations, they want to be uplifted by entities. All that is going to crumble one day and 

it is going to drop like a bad habit, and you are going to drop like a bad habit with them 

because you sought in them. Go and depend on Allah because Allah never crumbles and 

when you are with Allah, you are going to remain high above the clouds. When everything 

else crumbles and you are with Allah, you are going to be high above.  

As soon as they serve your search warrant, as soon as they begin to ask about you, as soon 

as the media begins to talk about you, the thousands of students, the friends, the 

colleagues, the partners, they will all disperse. But if you were aiming to please Allah, you 

will find Allah is the only One there for you. So always make it Allah you seek and please, in 

times of ease and in times of hardship. In every action, in every stop and milestone of your 

way. The phone that never stopped ringing, asking and seeking help, the hundreds of emails 

a day, now the inbox is empty and the phone no longer rings. This was a matter scholars 

faced back in the day and it is going to be a matter that is an ongoing thing that happens. 

That is the lesson, you make your aim and goal to be sincere for Allah, because He is the 

One you are going to put your reliance and dependence on and seek means from.   

Haatim al-Asam was a wise man who visited Imaam Ahmad in Baghdad. Imaam Ahmad 

asked Haatim al-Asam, how can I be at peace from people? Haatim said to give them and 

not take from them. Give them wealth and do not take from them. They are going to hurt 

you, you do not hurt them back. Serve them with whatever you can serve them and do not 
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ask them to serve you anything. Imaam Ahmad said that is very difficult Haatim, it is very 

difficult to do.  

Haatim said: 

 وليتك تسلم منهم
And you will still most likely not be at peace from them. That is how dealing with people is, 

so depend on Allah the One and do not ask anyone but Allah. That is what Allah wanted to 

teach Yusuf.  

After learning this lesson, he spent seven years in prison because of this. Look at what 

happened after he was released. The first words he utters when he is released: 

 ﴾١١١: ﴿يوسف... َجِني ِمَن السِّْجنِ   َوَقْد َأْحَسَن ِبي ِإْذ َأْخرَ ...
He was indeed good to me, when He took me out of the prison. (Surat Yusuf: 100) 

Who was good to me, that allowed me to leave out of prison? My Lord, my Lord, my Lord, 

our Lord. He did not attribute it to means that may have caused him to get out of prison. 

There were probably many means that took place but he put it only on Allah because it was 

Allah who took him out. It was not the lawyers who got him out, it was not technicalities in 

his case that got him out, it was not winning the lawsuit that got him out, it was Allah. 

At times, prison is a refinery, it is a good school for one to better oneself. How many started 

to pray in prison and they never prayed before? How many turned to Allah in prison, 

whereas prior to that they did not turn to Allah? How many memorised the Qur’an who did 

not, could not or would not have memorised it outside of prison? How many gained Islamic 

knowledge in prison they could not have gained outside? How many began to follow the 

Sunnah and learn the ‘Aqeedah in prison?  

When you are a true believer, everything that happens to one (whether you think it is good 

or bad), you must believe it is good for you. 

رٌ   َعَجب ا َِلَْمِر اْلُمْؤِمِن ِإنَّ َأْمَرُه ُكلَُّه َخي ْ
You may not know the wisdom, you may not understand the wisdom but it is good for you. 

Allah chooses at times to place the righteous in prison (for example the trial of prison) for a 

wisdom and a test only Allah knows. You do not ask for it, we are going to keep to repeating 

that. You do not seek it but if it happens, a believer has to have faith in Allah to accept it and 

not nag and complain about it. That is the ABCs of believing in Qadhaa’ and Qadar.  
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Let me say this personal issue, even though I do not like to mention personal issues unless 

there is a lesson. Prior to me going to prison, one of my Da’wah activities was that I was 

visiting a youth camp and giving the young youth Da’wah. They had Muslim youth so I would 

go every two weeks or sometimes every week. I had no problems, no issues, suddenly one 

day they looked at me and said you have no clearance to come in here anymore. This was 

right around 2001. The scrutiny to be a chaplain in a youth prison is very small, nearly 

anyone can go. The investigation and background checks are very small and limited. So they 

told me you have no clearance and approximately less than a year after that, I myself was an 

inmate in a federal prison. Being a chaplain or teaching in a federal prison requires such high 

scrutiny and going through phases, and high confidence of the non Muslims in you. In order 

to be a chaplain for a federal prison and even a state prison, they strip you of your faith. Let 

me put it to you clearly, let me talk clearly. In fact, Wallahi, Wallahi, Wallahi, most of the 

time the Jewish and Christian chaplains were more merciful to Muslim inmates than the 

Muslim chaplains were to the Muslims. So those granted access to prison, those chaplains 

and those so called Muslims, know that they are more anti-Muslim than the non Muslims. 

Their harm to Muslim inmates is beyond that which one can imagine. The torture the non 

Muslims back away from, many of the Muslim chaplains take it upon themselves to do in 

federal prisons.  

I always wanted to go teach in youth prisons, state prisons and federal prison. I was not 

given access to the smallest one where you need a little bit of clearance to teach, but 

imagine the work of Allah subhaanahu wa ta’aala. I do not have clearance to teach in a 

youth prison which requires a little bit of scrutiny and background checks, but now suddenly 

Allah snatches me from the free world and puts me among federal inmates to teach them 

day and night. Imagine that, not a single prison they took me Alhamdulillah, except that I 

taught a group of Muslims the foundation of their belief. The Qur’an, the Sunnah, many who 

memorised the entire Qur’an, Inshaa Allah maybe in the future we will talk about details of 

stuff like that. Those who did not speak a word of ‘Arabi, suddenly within less than a year 

they would have the Qur’an memorised and speak ‘Arabi because we were teaching and 

learning day and night. We went through the books of Tawheed from beginning to end. 

Classical style, not this couple of day trailer that they do here and think they are Shuyookh. 

The books of Seerah, Fiqh, ‘Arabi, every minute Alhamdulillah was spent teaching and 

learning for the sake of Allah or getting our rest. Not sporadic teaching, this was not 

sporadic teaching but the old, systematic, classical style of teaching Alhamdulillah.  

Then those in charge see the affect of the Da’wah in their prison so they want to harm and 

torture me in a way they deem is torturous, so they move me from one prison to another. 

As difficult as it is being moved from one prison to another where you go for days in foot 

shackles and cuffs and your hands to your stomach, you are driving in a bus then in an 

aeroplane for days and days and days. You do not know anything about your family, you do 

not know what is going on in the outside world, you ask why Yaa Allah subhaanahu wa 

ta’aala are you doing this? But you do not ask that as a true believer. All I was doing was 
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teaching Qur’an, should I say why Yaa Allah are you doing this when all I was doing is 

teaching Qur’an? My point is sometimes you do not know the wisdom so do not ask such 

questions, put your reliance on Allah. There are hardships there but you do not know the 

wisdom. Sometimes you know it at that point, sometimes you will know it in the future, 

sometimes you will not know it until you stand before Allah. The move from prison to prison 

was even better than putting me in prison because I got exposed to many other inmates all 

over the United States, whereas I could not have done it on my own. Repeating the steps 

over and over, Qur’an, Tawheed, Seerah and Fiqh. Going over the same curriculum again 

and again, to the point that many told me write us a curriculum so when you leave we can 

have that curriculum.  

Some of those who were with me have been blessed and released. They are on my 

Facebook, you can ask them and they will tell you the situation that used to happen 

Alhamdulillah. At one point they took me to a solitary, nine months I spent in solitary and 

the reason is? This man cannot teach Islam. One of the worst solitary prisons in the United 

States and the reason it was one of the worst is because it was not structured to be a 

solitary prison. It was built in the 1930s and it is old school prison, it is a very difficult prison 

to stay in let alone the solitary portion of it. My crime, he cannot teach. The one who 

instigated this and wrote the report about me Wallahi, was a so called Muslim chaplain. 

Wallahi the Jewish and Christian chaplains were more sympathetic and apologetic to that 

situation, than the Muslim chaplain who wrote the report himself.  

He would instigate and torture and say at the end of the day he is a Salafi. Wallahi the 

guards who returned from Iraq and Afghanistan and you know some of them may harbour 

personal experiences and they want to take it out on you, they used to tell him to leave me 

and my father alone. The non Muslim chaplains would refuse to talk to him at times because 

of what he did to us. This was a chaplain who he himself informed me of the fact that his ex-

wife and daughter were students in two of my classes and some of the classes of my father 

prior to me going to prison. One day he said do you know so and so and so and so, I said yes. 

He said that is my ex-wife and my daughter, I said Subhan Allah. The Muslim chaplain told 

the authorities I should not teach in that prison, so they placed me in solitary. 

This is the point of the story, a Muslim brother was placed in solitary a few cells down. He 

was in prison for another kind of cause (not an Islamic cause) but Alhamdulillah Allah guided 

him. So he is there, I am there and my father was up in the second level, my father seventy 

years old enduring the hardship of that solitary. The Muslim brother could not take the 

torture so one day in the morning, he sliced his wrists and attempted suicide. The guards go 

in and save his life Alhamdulillah. Do not say why did he do this and that, do not talk about 

that, say may Allah continue to guide them and hasten their release. Just so you know the 

hardship, that entire cell with the toilet and the sink is smaller than the size of your queen 

sized bed. Most of the time you spend twenty four hours there, maybe twenty three hours a 

day. There is no heat in winter, there is no air conditioning in summer. Approximately 
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twenty inmates or so are held there at one time, each one in a cell. Let me tell you how hard 

it is just so you know. In the nine months while I was there, they carried two out of there in 

body bags, that is how difficult it is. 

When the brother threatened suicide, they got scared because they are afraid of lawsuits 

and other agencies from the outside come in and investigate. Then he told them I am not 

going to stop committing suicide unless you place me with the Shaykh (about me). Panic and 

discussion, the warden, the captain and the lieutenants have to meet. We cannot do this, 

we put this man in solitary so he will not teach and now by force we are going to place him 

with a man threatening suicide if he does not get put with him. He said you put me back, I 

am going on hunger strike. He said you put me with the Shaykh, they finally conceded and 

placed him in my cell. 

We sat there Alhamdulillah for weeks and weeks making Salah, Dhikr, learning and teaching. 

So many never ending discussions and questions about Islam, all about Islam, nothing else 

to talk about Alhamdulillahi Rabbil-‘Aalameen. The Imaan in that tight little cell was at an all 

time high Alhamdulillahi Rabbil-‘Aalameen. Then as with many great brothers you meet in 

prison, we parted ways. Allah eased his situation and he finally went on that same 

compound and I was taken away to a further away, higher security prison. Just a few weeks 

ago, I got a message on my Facebook and I did not know who it was in the beginning. After I 

asked, it is Alhamdulillah this brother, he got released. He said brother I need your help to 

strengthen my Imaan like the days when we were in that tight cell together. I had forgotten 

I had given him a prayer carpet, he said that prayer carpet that you gave me I still cherish 

and hold on to, I never forget those days and moments that I spent. It was not that he spent 

it with me, he spent it with Allah. Free man, but his sweetest moments and sweet Imaan in 

that cell were more beloved to him than the freedom on the outside. At times you do not 

know the wisdom that Allah places in predicaments, so always be happy at whatever Allah 

does to you. 

Look at Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, the monk of the night, the commander of the 

armies. Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah, the warrior against the Tatar and the Mongols, the 

reviver of the Sunnah. The one who outlined the Sunnah, who cleared up the matters for us 

that the innovators put into this religion. The suppressor of the innovators and the deviants, 

the one who was fixed on the path of the pious predecessors radhiallahu ‘anhum. That is 

why he was like them in the trials that they themselves faced. Ibn Taymiyyah takes seven 

courses in the University of Yusuf ‘alayhis salaam, his total time in prison was approximately 

five years. He died Rahimahullah, in prison. Seven times in prison, five years he spent and he 

dies in prison, Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah.  

All the times he was in prison, it was either from envy, people trying to get closer to the 

rulers or the tyrants, or because they cannot handle the truth. They cannot face him in 

debates so they resort to putting him in prison. That is what they do today, like the scholars 

we see around us today. The tactic is used today and the same will be used in the future. 
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Envious scholars, those who want to spread deviance, they want the path cleared from 

them once they cannot face proof for proof. Come on, let us go in public and debate your 

deviance and corruption in ‘Aqeedah. Instead of doing that because they cannot face you, 

they instigate authorities and imprison and harm you because they lack knowledge, they do 

not know knowledge. 

The first time he went to prison was 693 years after the Hijrah of the Prophet sallallahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam. A Christian man called Assaaf an-Nasraani cursed the Prophet sallallahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam so Ibn Taymiyyah goes to another scholar called Zayn ad-Deen al-Faariqi 

who was a big scholar of his time. So al-Faariqi and Ibn Taymiyyah go to the leader ‘Izz ad-

Deen al-Hamawi and they say this man Assaaf is cursing the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam, you have to deal with him. He said I will deal with it. Ibn Taymiyyah and his crowd 

leave the mansion of the governor and on their way out, there is Assaaf and a Muslim guy 

who gave him refuge walking in. An argument breaks out, the Muslim guy with Assaaf tells 

the Muslims this Christian guy is better than you. So a fight breaks out and stones are 

exchanged, and the two get beaten up (not killed but they get beaten up). At the end Ibn 

Taymiyyah and al-Faariqi get blamed for this matter and these two scholars both get beaten 

up by the governor and thrown in prison, while the Christian guy goes free because he 

supposedly claims he is a Muslim.  

What are the charges against Ibn Taymiyyah? Assault and battery, aggravated assault, 

maybe attempted murder, whatever you want to call it of the charges of today. This is what 

the governors, rulers and the masses propagated against Ibn Taymiyyah and that is what the 

ignorant people say, oh he is in their fort trying to kill this man. The leader then regretted 

what he did because he found out he was wrong, so he apologised to Ibn Taymiyyah and his 

friend al-Faariqi and they released him. Right after that, Assaaf gets into an argument with 

his nephew (a Christian) and his nephew ends up killing him. The people began to say that 

this was in honour of Ibn Taymiyyah because he falsely accused Ibn Taymiyyah. Because he 

did harm to Ibn Taymiyyah, Allah retaliated that his own nephew kills him. What came out 

of it? In that short stay he wrote the book As-Saarim Al-Maslool ‘Alaa Shaatim Ar-Rasool 

 For centuries this book has been the icon, the ultimate .(الصارم المسلول على شاتم الرسول)

reference, the ruling in depth and detail, verses and Hadith and sayings, for over seven 

centuries the best book on the topic of cursing the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 

When there is a Khilaafah and there is a Khaleefah and a judge and they want the ruling on 

the one who cursed the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, you pick it up. It is in our 

references, it is in al-Fataawa, it is in nearly every library of every student of knowledge.  

The second time he got into prison was not in Shaam, it was in Qaahira. It was 705 years 

after the Hijrah, on the twenty sixth day of Ramadhaan. This time they took him, his two 

brothers (Abdullah and Abdur-Rahmaan) and his student (Ibraheem al-Ghayyaani). He used 

to always take these three with him wherever he went, so all three end up in prison. This 



Page | 12  

 

time it was because of his belief in Allah, the throne of Allah, the speech of Allah and the 

descending of Allah in the one third end of the night. Basically roaming around the qualities 

and attributes of Allah that Ibn Taymiyyah believed, that which the Salaf believed in. Now 

when they arrested him, do you think they said we have four men here who are defending 

the ‘Aqeedah? Did they say these four men we have here are steadfast on the path of the 

Sahaabah, interpreting the attributes and qualities of Allah like the Sahaabah did? Is that 

what they said about them? No of course not. The accusation is we have four criminals here 

disrespecting and degrading Allah, Ibn Taymiyyah degrading Allah. Imagine the ongoing 

propaganda and the talk about Ibn Taymiyyah. The masses who listen to the media of back 

then, these four crazy people are disrespecting Allah, they really deserve prison. People 

cursing them and wishing evil upon them to the point that there were nearly no supporters 

of Ibn Taymiyyah and those with him, except maybe less than the number of fingers on one 

hand, maybe if you do not have a couple of fingers as well. 

When they finally got Ibn Taymiyyah out, his brother Abdullah supplicated against those 

who unjustly imprisoned them, he made Du’aa against them on their way out of prison. 

When they finally reunited, Ibn Taymiyyah said: 

 يهتدون به إلى الحق اللهم هبلهم نورا  

He said brother, say O Allah give them brightness and guide them to the truth. Make Du’aa 

that Allah guide them instead of making Du’aa against them. This was the personality of Ibn 

Taymiyyah, always forgiving.  

The third time he gets into prison is 707 after the Hijrah of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam. This was because of a book he wrote on Istighaathah (إستغاثة). The Sufis in Qaahira 

got together, went to the leaders and stayed after them until they imprisoned Ibn 

Taymiyyah. So the first time it was a crime and abuse, the second time it was disrespecting 

Allah and this time it was disrespecting the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 

The Sufis always love to go and kiss up to the government, I am talking about the real 

hardcore Sufis and the examples today are many. They are always liars who love to kiss up 

to the government they are at and that is why governments love them. Governments love 

no one better than Sufis because they lack belief and they lack the entire Islamic system of 

belief in Allah, the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and the Sharee’ah of the Prophet 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.  

Look at what Kabbaani did here in America. In 1999, Kabbaani told the government that 

eighty percent of the mosques are being run by extremists. This was before the problems 

and before what is going on, he said you have to close all these Masaajid. He advised the 

government that they are extreme, the Muslims in the United States are extremists. He put 

the Muslim communities in the USA under suspicion, this was way before 2001 and his little 
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stooges are the same over here. What do you think the charges of Ibn Taymiyyah were, 

dealing with Sufis like these? A smear campaign, this is a man who just got out of prison for 

disrespecting Allah and now he curses the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 

He is degrading the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, how could you  like this 

man? 

Do you think they said this was a hero defending Tahweed? This was a hero that does not 

want people to commit Shirk, is that what they said about him? Do you think they said he is 

a follower of Ibraheem ‘alayhis salaam? Ibraheem ‘alayhis salaam destroyed and crumbled 

the statues physically and this man is reviving the Tawheed that Ibraheem was following, 

without any deficiency of Shirk in it. Read this book, it outlines to you what Tawheed is, do 

not seek in other than Allah that which you are only supposed to seek in Allah. The charge 

against him was disrespecting the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He was 

just out of prison for disrespecting Allah, now it is degrading the Prophet Muhammad 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. That is what was on the criminal record of Ibn Taymiyyah in 

Egypt and that is what the overwhelming majority thought of him because of the 

propaganda they insinuated against Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah.  

The fourth time Ibn Taymiyyah was placed in prison was 707 after the Hijrah. The Sufis were 

not happy that he was released so a man called Nasr al-Manbaji who believes in Hulool 

went to the leader al-Haakim al-Jashinkir and he told him you have to put this man behind 

bars. Hulool is the belief that the Creator may be indwelling in His creation, Exalted be Allah 

from what they say. No charges, pending investigation, that he is a dangerous man. The man 

did not do anything wrong. The scholars who cannot accept that they are worthless, lowlife 

traitors working for the dollar and spreading Kufr more than they do Islam, cannot handle a 

pious man spreading the truth so they say put him behind bars. Tell the ruler he is a 

dangerous man, put him behind bars and get him out of our way. Wallahi they do the same 

thing today, scholars do the same thing today. 

The next time Ibn Taymiyyah goes to prison (the fifth time) was 709 years after the Hijrah in 

Egypt, for seven months and again by the same people. Nasr al-Manbaji and al-Jashinkir 

unite against Ibn Taymiyyah and put him in prison. This time they tried to oust him or send 

him to Cyprus, hoping this would kill his message. They threaten to kill him, they threaten to 

oust him and they threaten to keep him in prison. This fifth time was the time Ibn 

Taymiyyah said his famous quote that we all know and we have all heard of. If they kill me, 

you guys trying to threaten me to kill me, you make me a martyr, you do me a favour. If you 

oust me, it is tourism and migration. I get to see and meet other people, I get to make 

Da’wah in other places. Go ahead and take me to Cyprus like you are threatening, I will 

continue my Da’wah there. And if you imprison me, it is my seclusion for worshipping Allah. 

I get to spend time to reflect on my own, read Qur’an and worship. This his statement, I am 

like a sheep, no matter what side the sheep sleeps on, it sleeps on wool. Meaning I am 

comfortable, I am content, I am happy, there is nothing you can do that will discomfort me.  
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So they kept him in prison, struggling, what shall we do with this man. Shaykh al-Islam is in 

prison awaiting execution or to be exiled and at this time a huge event transpires, a huge 

problem happens. The leader al-Jashinkir is over toppled by a man called al-Malik an-Naasir 

Ibn Muhammad. Al-Malik an-Naasir Ibn Muhammad over topples the leader that put Ibn 

Taymiyyah in prison and now he took power. It was an ongoing feud between the two, al-

Jashinkir and al-Malik an-Naasir Ibn Muhammad always had a feud. One time this guy gets 

power, one time this guy gets power. Now al-Malik an-Naasir Ibn Muhammad gets control 

so he takes Ibn Taymiyyah out of prison and he honours him. He said I over toppled that 

leader prior to me (al-Jashinkir), I am going to take you out and you are a free man to do 

whatever you want. 

Now the new leader wanted to use Ibn Taymiyyah to get justification for personal revenge 

because the Sufi scholars and those who united with the Sufis against Ibn Taymiyyah, also 

helped take him out of power. So he had a personal revenge and al-Malik an-Naasir Ibn 

Muhammad was hoping by honouring Ibn Taymiyyah and knowing he and Ibn Taymiyyah 

have a common enemy, he can now get a Fatwa to behead them. He wanted a Fatwa for a 

personal reason because they over toppled him and he thought Ibn Taymiyyah would give 

him the justification because they put him in prison. So now we have a common enemy, all I 

need from you Ibn Taymiyyah is a Fatwa. Al-Malik an-Naasir Ibn Muhammad Ibn Qala’un 

wanted to use Ibn Taymiyyah to justify his actions, but a giant like Ibn Taymiyyah is not to be 

used by rulers. Even if he has a common enemy, a giant like Ibn Taymiyyah harbours no ill 

feelings for his opponents, that is not Ibn Taymiyyah. No matter what they did to him, that 

was not Ibn Taymiyyah, that is what made him a giant of his time. Even until this time, that 

why they call him Shaykh al-Islam. What does he do? Ibn Taymiyyah is gathered over here 

with the leader and the guys who put him in prison, the leader says give me a Fatwa to 

execute these people. He said these are the best of the scholars, some of these are the best 

people in your kingdom. You will not find better people and what they did to me I forgive 

them, and he goes on praising and praising the scholars that put him in prison.  

That is why Ibn Makhloof (he is one of the biggest scholars of the Maaliki Madhab during 

the time of Ibn Taymiyyah) who repented and knew the value of Ibn Taymiyyah, he said he 

was among those Ibn Taymiyyah spared his life. After Ibn Taymiyyah said that statement, he 

said we never saw a man more fearful to Allah than Ibn Taymiyyah. This is a man who 

previously put him in prison. Everything we did to harm and imprison him when we had the 

control, we did it and we were happy about it. When he had the power with one word to 

cut our necks off, he spared our lives. The new leader allowed Ibn Taymiyyah to teach 

because Ibn Taymiyyah was not among the other ones, he was allowed to teach and do 

whatever he wanted to do. This was among the peak teaching times in the life of Ibn 

Taymiyyah, where he began to teach the masses. Even though their leader never gave up 

and he continued to ask Ibn Taymiyyah for a Fatwa to kill those previous scholars, Ibn 

Taymiyyah Rahimahullah adamantly refused to that. Ibn Taymiyyah continued to always say 
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I forgive whoever wronged me personally but whoever wronged Allah and His Messenger, 

Allah will avenge him.  

The sixth time that Ibn Taymiyyah went to prison was in Damascus for six months. This was 

720 years after the Hijrah of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and 

because of a Fatwa he gave on divorce. Pay attention, because of a Fatwa he gave on 

divorce. Now it was a stupid reason to be put in prison, a Fatwa given on divorce. Do you 

think one gets imprisoned for a Fiqh opinion on divorce which previous scholars agreed with 

him on? That is the ignorant layman way of thinking and that is a superficial way of reading 

history. If you are ignorant then that is what you think, he went in for an opinion on divorce. 

The present day scholar al-Qardhaawi said the Fatwa of Ibn Taymiyyah on divorce was more 

advanced beyond his entire era, so much so that none of the people of his time could 

comprehend it, he was too advanced for his time. Today, most courts in Muslim countries 

who adopt Islamic rulings on civil matters like divorce and marital issues, adopt the Fatwa of 

Ibn Taymiyyah. This Fatwa on divorce that he went into prison for, they adopt it as their 

ruling for divorce.  

He was considered an outcast because of it, he was imprisoned because of it, he was 

accused of violating Ijmaa’ because of it and now it is the most popular, widespread opinion 

on divorce. The reason for being in prison was not divorce, it was bigger than that. It was 

not a Fatwa on divorce that prior scholars of the four Imaams ruled on as well. Ibn 

Taymiyyah was gaining acceptance so some of the scholars get jealous, not only the scholars 

but the leaders feared him. Why are people going to his Halaqah? Why are people listening 

to him? Why is it that when we walk in the town we have less people than Ibn Taymiyyah 

has in his Halaqah? The result is let us find some stupid justification and put him in prison. 

Tyrants, oppressive rulers. During his stay, he wrote many books. One of them was a 

clarification to his Fatwa on divorce and that clarification is what is used in the Muslim 

countries, possibly from his time until today.  

The seventh time he was in prison (the final time) was 726 years after the Hijrah. He was 

imprisoned in Damascus and this was the time he died in prison. There was a man called al-

Hinnaa’ee and Ibn Taymiyyah wrote a Fatwa about him. Also, Ibn Taymiyyah gave the Fatwa 

that the four Imaams prior to him gave and he adopted one of the opinions, that one cannot 

visit other than the three shrines with a Niyyah of reward (as an Ibaadah). He mentioned the 

other opinions which are from Shaafi’ee and Ahmad, permitting one to visit other than the 

three Masaajid. Even though he is a Hanbali, he selected the opinion of Imaam Maalik and 

he went to prison because of that.  

His student Ibn al-Qayyim, this was the imprisonment that he so much benefited from him. 

It was really to shun him away, just like it was with the Fatwa on divorce. They wanted to 

take him away from the people so they put him in prison, and he teaches in prison. They 

saw it was not doing any good, so they put him in solitary. From solitary, he began to write 

and send it to his students. The guards would be sympathetic and take the notes and 
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smuggle it to his students. He wrote a lot of books in this time and he wrote volumes of 

information during this final stay in prison. And by the way, Ibn Taymiyyah wrote all his 

books from the top of his mind like his students say. He did not have the internet and 

references to pick and choose from, it was all from his mind. Solitary was not doing its job 

because he was still leaking information and it was spreading throughout the world, so the 

governors sent an order to take all the paper and ink of Ibn Taymiyyah and to not allow him 

to write.  

With all that hardship, his student Ibn al-Qayyim said when they slammed the door on him, 

he would smile and he would say: 

ن َُهم ِبُسور    َفُضرِ ... ُه ِمن ِقَبِلِه   ْحَمُة َوظَاِهرُ   لَُّه بَاٌب بَاِطُنُه ِفيِه الرَّ   َب بَ ي ْ
 ﴾١٣: الحديد﴿اْلَعَذاُب 

So a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and 

outside it will be torment. (Surat al-Hadeed: 13) 

The Day when the hypocrites and the believers will argue, the hypocrites say give us some 

brightness so we can get past. And then the believers will say go back and get brightness 

from back there, mocking them. While the argument is going on, a wall will be put between 

them (the believers and the hypocrites), inside is mercy and outside is torment.  

So Ibn Taymiyyah is telling them inside my cell is mercy and outside is torment. You guys are 

in torment, I am in mercy. He is saying inside my dark cell, when you slam the gates, the 

mercy and Paradise is as though it is right here for me. If you knew that feeling, you would 

wish to be in my position, that is what Ibn Taymiyyah is trying to tell them. You on the 

outside, you the guards who slam that door, you are the ones in torment not me. That is 

what the understanding of that verse is. You think it is bad but inside my cell is the mercy 

that I need, the tranquility and peace that I have.  

 جنتي في صدري
He used to tell them what can you do to a man whose Heaven is in his breast?  

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah said: 

نْ َيا َجنَّة  َمْن َلْم َيْدُخْلَها َلْم َيْدُخْل َجنََّة اْْلِخَرةَ   إنَّ ِفي الدُّ
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In this life is a Jannah, if you do not enter that Jannah in this life, you will never enter the 

Jannah of the life after. There is a Heaven on this earth, whoever does not enter this Heaven 

will never enter the Heaven of the life after. His life with all its hardship was as though he is 

in Jannah, he felt as though he was in Jannah. He felt like this life in prison, in that solitary 

cell was his Jannah, because that is the peace and contentment you have. 

... َوَمن يُ ْؤِمن بِاللَّ ِه يَ ْهِد قَ ْلَبهُ  ۖ   َما َأَصاَب ِمن مُِّصيَبة  ِإَلَّ بِِإْذِن اللَّ هِ 
 ﴾١١: ﴿التغابن

No disaster strikes except by permission of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah - He will 

guide his heart. (Surat at-Taghaabun: 11) 

Then Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah wrote his final statement using charcoal, charcoal that 

he used to heat. This was approximately two or three months before his death, he wrote a 

simple statement. He said as much as they hated for my works to be released and they did 

not want that to go, Allah blessed me that much of my work reached you and that is one of 

the biggest blessings of Allah upon me (that his work and his knowledge was able to be 

conveyed to them). There are matters that not many people know, so spread the knowledge 

that I taught you to the people.  

And then he finished his statement saying: 

 ...َوَما َأَصاَبَك ِمن َسيَِّئة  َفِمن ن َّْفِسكَ  ۖ   مَّا َأَصاَبَك ِمْن َحَسَنة  َفِمَن اللَّ هِ 

     ﴾٢٣: ﴿النساء
Whatever of good reaches you, is from Allah, but whatever of evil befalls you, is from 

yourself. (Surat an-Nisaa’: 79) 

That was the last paragraph he wrote and then around a month or so before he died, they 

stopped Ibn Taymiyyah from all forms of communication. They found out he smuggled that 

charcoal and he could not even do that anymore, so the scrutiny on him was big. He tried 

everything to convey, now they had him where he could not convey anything at all. As a 

Daa’iyah you agonise, Da’wah becomes like your heartbeat, like the blood in your vein. To a 

true Daa’iyah, that is how Da’wah is. So I assume Ibn Taymiyyah agonised, this was the most 

agony of his lifetime where he could not communicate and convey to his students. His 

health took a turn for the worse right after that and they knew he was going to die so the 

leaders began to plead that he forgive them. They wanted Ibn Taymiyyah to forgive them in 

secrecy. They would go in secret and ask please forgive us, we know we did wrong to you. 
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We do not know the result of that but we know the leaders went and asked for forgiveness 

and Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimhullah died nearly a month after that.  

Ibn Abdil-Haadi, Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali and Ibn Katheer in Al-Bidaayah Wan-Nihaayah (  البداية

 said Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah read the Qur’an eighty to eighty one times in his (والنهاية

final prison stay. Three different sources of three reputable scholars, the last verse he read: 

  ِفي َمْقَعِد ِصْدق  ِعنَد َمِليك  مُّْقَتِدر   ﴾٤١﴿  ِإنَّ اْلُمتَِّقيَن ِفي َجنَّات  َونَ َهر  
     ﴾القمر﴾ ﴿٤٤﴿

Verily, The Muttaqoon (pious), will be in the midst of Gardens and Rivers (Paradise). In a 

seat of truth (i.e. Paradise), near the Omnipotent King (Allah, the All Blessed, the Most High, 

the Owner of Majesty and Honour). (Surat al-Qamar: 54-55) 

  ِفي َمْقَعِد ِصْدق  ِعنَد َمِليك  مُّْقَتِدر  
This was the last verse Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah read, they found his mark on this verse, 

eighty one times he finishes the Qur’an.  

When he died, they called on the Minaarat that Ibn Taymiyyah had died. Some estimate fifty 

thousand people attended, some say five hundred thousand. They said there was no funeral 

of their history that they know of comparable to that funeral. The only funeral comparable 

to the funeral of Ibn Taymiyyah was that of Ahmad Ibn Hanbal. Everyone went out and the 

only ones who were afraid to go out and they wanted to go out to his funeral, were the 

people who put him in prison. They were afraid to go out and attend, fearing the rage of the 

masses will kill them.  

What came out of Ibn Taymiyyah going in and out of prison? He went in Ahmad Ibn 

Taymiyyah and he came out Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah. He taught generations in there 

and he wrote among his best works in prison. He wrote books that until today, no one could 

write on the topic like Ibn Taymiyyah wrote. Visitors would try to go into prison and learn 

from Ibn Taymiyyah, some who finished their time would ask to stay with Ibn Taymiyyah.  

Al-‘Allaamah Ibn Daqeeq al-‘Eed Rahimahullah says: 

 عينيه رأيت العلوم كلها بين
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I saw the knowledges as though they are all in front of his eyes. Ibn Taymiyyah with his vast 

knowledge did not have the internet, all that was from the top of his mind.  

 يأخذ ما يريد ويدع ما يريد

He takes whatever he wants and he leaves whatever he wants. 

 مثلك يخلق ظننت أن اهلل بقي ما
He says I do not think Allah will create a man like Ibn Taymiyyah ever again.  

The time is up so Inshaa Allah we will continue on the topic after Salah. This is possibly half 

of it so I urge you to attend to finish the other half.  

PROUD GRADUATES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF YUSUF #2A 
 

IBN TAYMIYYAH (CONTINUED) 
 
Earlier we finished our talk about the imprisonment and life in prison of Ibn Taymiyyah 

Rahimahullah. A man who had no wife, no children, no house, no wealth and no position. A 

man who rented a room next to the Umayyah Masjid in Syria, he had a little room there but 

most of the time he would sleep in the Masjid. On a good day, his meal would be a loaf of 

bread. He used to have two Thobes, he ended up giving one Thobe to a beggar so he 

remained with one Thobe for the rest of his life. But in the darkness of his hardship, in the 

darkness of his torment in prison, he said Heaven was in his breast. He said killing him was 

making him a martyr. He said prison was his seclusion to worship Allah. He said ousting him, 

kicking him out of the land was tourism for him. He goes into prison seven times, five years 

in total, and he dies in prison. Ibn Taymiyyah, Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah. A man who in 

Manaaqib Ibn Taymiyyah (مناقب إبن تيمية), Abu Hafs al-Bazzaar says I have not seen anyone 

glorify Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah like his own brother. He used to travel with him, he 

used to handle his worldly affairs and you remember one of the stories we mentioned about 

him in prison, his brother was with him in prison.  

His brother used to sit in his presence like there was a bird on his head, listen to him and 

respect him. It is as though it was fear, it was respect but they saw it almost as it was fear. 

The other students would be amazed and say it is the custom and norm that a man’s family 

are at ease and they are not as reserved as outsiders. A relative opens up to his relatives, 

especially a brother, yet when we see you with your brother Ibn Taymiyyah, your respect 

exceeds our respect as students. Why do you do that? So the brother said I see of him that 
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which nobody else sees, which obligates me to respect him in the manner that you see. He 

saw his worship (Ibaadah) and Taqwa (fear of Allah), that which obligated him to respect 

him to that level.  

Ibn Daqeeq al-‘Eed said: 

، يأخذ منها ما  لما اجتمعت بابن تيمية رأيت رجال  العلوم كلها بين عينيه
 ، ويدع ما يريد يريد

He said when I met Ibn Taymiyyah, I saw a man with a vast amount of knowledge before his 

eyes. He takes what he wants and he leaves what he wants. 

A true scholar. I heard a Shaykh speaking recently and he said in his talk, when I went to 

record my shows in the studio, the producer was telling me we had this Daa’ee and when 

they come to us they say maneuver the camera in a way that our notes do not show. Do not 

show that we are using notes, because it is very easy to go on Youtube or take a lecture, 

now you just can print a lecture off the internet and maybe even spice it up a little bit and 

use it. That is not knowledge. That may be good if you want to listen to the Hadith of the 

Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, convey one Ayah. If you want to convey that message, 

that is good, but do not ever think you are a Mufti if you do three or four of those. And do 

not consider yourself a pre, pre-student of knowledge if you do that, even if the masses 

listen to you. Today a few speeches like that and the person ends up speaking on matters 

and destinies of the Ummah, that the Sahaabah would have backed away from. That is not 

knowledge, knowledge is like Ibn Taymiyyah: 

 العلوم كلها بين عينيه
You have to thoroughly study Fiqh, Tawheed, Seerah and the foundational knowledges in 

order for you to be a pre-student of knowledge. Yet Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah with all 

that knowledge that Ibn Daqeeq al-‘Eed says, he is a man who dies in prison.  

The knowledge of Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah was so vast that ath-Thahabi said: 

 ديثيث َل يعرفه ابن تيمية فليس بحدل حك: يصدق عليه أن يقال 
This is ath-Thahabi and if ath-Thahabi says that you better believe it. Every Hadith Ibn 

Taymiyyah says he does not know, is not a Hadith. That shows you his knowledge in ‘Ilm al-

Hadith too.  
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Abu al-Baqaa’ as-Subkee said: 

، فالجاهل َل  واهلل يا فالن ما يبغض ابن تيمية إَل جاهل أو صاحب هوى
 ، وصاحب الهوى يصده هواه عن الحق بعد معرفته به يدري ما يقول

Wallahi no one hates Ibn Taymiyyah except one who is ignorant or one who follows his 

desires. One who is ignorant does not know what he is saying and one who follows his 

desire, his desire suppresses him from the truth after knowing it.  

He walks into prison as Ahmad Ibn Taymiyyah and he is carried out Shaykh al-Islam Ibn 

Taymiyyah. Ibn Taymiyyah said from prison, if the kings knew the happiness that we feel in 

our hearts, they would come to us and try to take it with the tip of their swords. When one’s 

Heaven is in his breast, there is very little that prison or harm like prison can do to him.  

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah Rahimahullah said: 

نْ َيا َجنَّة  َمْن َلْم َيْدُخْلَها َلْم َيْدُخْل َجنََّة اْْلِخَرةَ   إنَّ ِفي الدُّ
In this world is a Heaven, whoever does not enter this Heaven will not enter the Heaven of 

the life after. What Heaven Ibn Taymiyyah? The Heaven of submission to Allah, of worship 

to Allah, being subservient to Allah, giving Allah victories when others back away, giving 

Allah victories when the sellouts back away. That is the pleasure only a righteous person 

feels, he feels as though he is in a Jannah in this life. He says if you do not enter that Jannah, 

you will not enter the Jannah of the life after. 

Ibn Hajr Rahimahullah said commentating on his book Ar-Radd Al-Waafir (الرد الوافر): 

وشهرة ابن تيمية أشهر من الشمس ، وتلقيبه ب شيخ اإلسالم في عصره 
، وَل  كما كان باَلمس لى اَللسنة الزكية ، ويستمر غدا  باق إلى اْلن ع

 ينكر ذلك إَل من جهل مقداره ، أو تجنب اإلنصاف 
The popularity of Ibn Taymiyyah is more popular than the sun. The name of Ibn Taymiyyah 

Rahimahullah remains Shaykh al-Islam today, as fresh as it remained Shaykh al-Islam during 

his time and it will continue to remain on Shaykh al-Islam. Today we say that hundreds of 
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years later, it is true what Ibn Hajr said. And no one will or can deny that, except one who is 

ignorant of his status or has no justice. This was a man who was in prison.  

Al-Haafidh ash-Shaheer ‘Alam ad-Deen al-Barazaali in his book on history said: 

 اجتمع في جنازة إبن تيمية كما  لم يوجد في اإلسالم من اجتمع في جنازته
No one gathered in a funeral like those who gathered in the funeral of Ibn Taymiyyah, 

except of course Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and he said the reason is because Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 

was in Baghdad and there was more of a population over there.  

Who does not know Ibn Taymiyyah? He safeguarded Islam so Allah safeguarded his name 

and mention. And his knowledge continues, today how many times a day do students of 

knowledge and masses of the Ummah say Rahimahullah? Other scholars who were popular 

and more well known during his time, they are the ones who dominated the scene during 

his time. Some may not be bad but gave in a little bit to rulers, some just merely took 

positions, some just merely refused to take stands, they are rarely ever mentioned in their 

names. Ibn Taymiyyah is as fresh on the masses of the Muslims’ tongues as it was when he 

was alive, if not even more today.  

ABU HANEEFAH  
 
Now let us move on to our next proud graduate of the University of the Yusuf ‘alayhis 

salaam. And note we are not talking about their lives, we are not even talking about the 

trials within their lives because the topic of our talk is Proud Graduates of the University of 

Yusuf, which is prison. So we are only talking about trials they endured or part of it, when 

they went to prison, that is why it is called the Proud Graduates of the University of Yusuf 

‘alayhis salaam. We are only talking about that portion and it would be an injustice to say 

we are talking about their lives or even the trials within their lives. This is a portion of their 

trials in prison.  

Imaam Abu Haneefah the great Imaam went through many trials. One was with the 

Khawaarij, which was not that big of a trial. It was big, but not as big as the other ones. Then 

with the Umawiyyah and the Abbaasiyyah Khilaafah. Ad-Dhahhaak Ibn Qays ash-Shaybaani 

who was a Khaariji entered upon him and held Abu Haneefah as a captive. He was from the 

Khawaarij and he asked Abu Haneefah to repent on matters he said discussing Ali and 

Mu’aawiyah radhiallahu ‘anhum, but Abu Haneefah remained steadfast and kept debating 

him back and forth until they gave up and let him go.  

Another time they returned and they said Abu Haneefah, we have two deceased people 

outside. One was a woman who died and she was a prostitute, the other died on an 

overdose of alcohol. The real Khawaarij, among their principles and beliefs is that they 
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believe one who commits a major sin is a Kaafir. If he is a Muslim and he commits a major 

sin, he is a Kaafir. So they wanted Abu Haneefah to denounce or call those two deceased 

Kaafir. Abu Haneefah continued to debate them back and forth because we believe if they 

made their Salah and they died on a major sin, we do not call them a Kaafir. He began to 

debate them until they backed away and actually most of them left them and joined Ahlus-

Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah.  

During the Umawiyyah leadership there was a man called Yazeed Ibn ‘Amar Ibn Hubayrah, 

the governor of Iraq. Al-Muwaffaq in his chain of narration said Ibn Hubayrah had issues 

governing Iraq so he gathered the Fuqhahaa’ and among the Fuqhahaa’ he gathered were 

Ibn Abi Layla, Ibn Shibrimah and Dawood Ibn Abi Hind. These are scholars nearly equivalent 

to Abu Haneefah. He gave them positions, he said you guys are the judges and then he was 

known to be generous to the scholars, actually it was said that most of his wealth went to 

the scholars. See the masses of the Ummah do not really rely on the word of the leaders, 

they have more faith and trust in the ‘Ulamaa, that is why the leaders always bring the 

‘Ulamaa to justify their actions. So he said to Abu Haneefah these are the judges and you 

are the head judge. You are the head judge and here is the seal, he gave him a ring and said 

here is the seal, take it.  

Abu Haneefah said no. This is a Muslim leader, he may have had some oppression here and 

there, he may have oppressed his people but he is Muslim and not one of the so called 

Muslim leaders today can be compared to this man. Ibn Hubayrah said Wallahi if you do not 

take it, I am going to lash you. The scholars surrounding him in the palace heard this. Some 

of them just want to earn their living and kick back and relax, go back to their wives. Some 

of them want to do a seminar and go back to their children and mansions, chill out and 

enjoy life. They want to earn a nice paycheque, get some bonuses from a little bit of 

seminars, talks and invitations that they do. But then you got the righteous like Abu 

Haneefah Rahimahullah who teach, they are moved by matters of the Ummah, they take 

the forefront responsibilities in matters of the Ummah and those are the righteous scholars. 

The other scholars tried to convince Abu Haneefah, they said Abu Haneefah take the 

position. He told you he is going to lash you, do not subject yourself to harm. Do not kill 

yourself, do not subject yourself to imprisonment. These are the other scholars trying to 

convince him and defuse the situation. Abu Haneefah said Wallahi if he tells me to go count 

the doors of the mosques in Waasil, I will not do it. If he tells me just merely go over there 

for me, count the doors of the mosques and tell me how many doors there are, I will not do 

it. You want me to possibly behead someone unjustly and stamp on it?  

He did not want to take a position with the rulers. The position in itself, there is possibly 

nothing wrong with being a judge, but Abu Haneefah Rahimahullah feared he might oppress 

or wrong someone out of love or fear for a leader and then he would be held accountable 

by Allah for that. He basically wanted to stay away from the gates of the leader. Abu 

Haneefah felt he may be tempted by entering the gates of the rulers, that he may be fooled 
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into something and misguided by them. So what should the ‘Ulamaa say with the rulers of 

today? He said I will not even accept counting the doors of the Masaajid, you want me to 

accept the position of a judge? Yet look at the other scholars, many were good but they 

took positions. Abu Haneefah refused, look who history documented. During their time, 

they were the ones looked up to and if they had Twitter or Facebook, they would be the 

most prominent. They were all over the media, they were all over the scenes, they could go 

in any Masjid and lecture, they were very well known to the masses. A lot of the time the 

ignorant people do not distinguish because the ruler spends so much on advertising for 

these scholars and promoting their names, so they can affirm their own positions by having 

these scholars around them.  

Who knows the judge during the time of Abu Haneefah, Abu Layla? Who knows him today? 

Do any of you know? Ibn Shibrimah, Dawood Ibn Abi Hind, any of you know them? Any of 

you know these names? Those were the prominent people during the time of Abu 

Haneefah. Who does not know Abu Haneefah today?  

Now it has gotten to a point where in the West, not even in Muslim lands, they have the 

‘Ulamaa who customise a new religion. A modernised religion, not according to how so 

called Muslim leaders want it, but according to how the Kuffaar want it and to please the 

Kuffaar.  

Listen to this Hadith, Abu Dawood narrated it and the Hadith is Sahih. 

َمْن تَ َعلََّم  : َقاَل َرُسوُل اللَِّه َصلَّى اللَُّه َعَلْيِه َوَسلَّمَ  : َعْن أَِبي ُهَريْ َرَة َقالَ 
َعلَُّمُه ِإَلَّ ِلُيِصيَب ِبِه َعَرض ا ِمْن  ا يُ ْبت ََغى ِبِه َوْجُه اللَِّه َعزَّ َوَجلَّ ََل يَ ت َ ا ِممَّ ِعْلم 

نْ َيا َلْم َيِجْد َعْرَف اْلَجنَِّة   يَ ْوَم اْلِقَياَمِة الدُّ
Whoever learns a knowledge that should be only sought for the sake of Allah, he learns it 

for the sake of this Dunya or other than the sake of Allah, he will not smell the fragrance of 

Heaven. ‘Arfal-Jannah ( ةعرف الجن ) means the fragrance of Heaven. The fragrance of 

Heaven is forty years in one Hadith, seventy years in one Hadith and a hundred years in 

another Hadith. Three authentic narrations, any other narration is not authentic. This is a 

severe warning for anyone who learns any type of Islamic knowledge for any worldly gain. If 

this is just to earn a worldly gain, then how is it for those who learn this knowledge to serve 

the heads of Kufr wherever they may be or to promote Kufr in the East and the West? It is a 

major sin to merely have the wrong intention on this knowledge, so imagine if you use it for 

other than that. Just the intention itself is a major sin, if you do not do it for the sake of 

Allah, so imagine if you misguide people with it. 
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Rarely anyone today knows those scholars who were popular during the time of Abu 

Haneefah and took the positions, even though many or most were not really deviants or 

hypocrites. Some clearly took the positions to avoid the hardships or to avoid scrutiny of the 

leaders during their time, but many of them were not really hypocrites. No one knows them 

today but who does not know Abu Haneefah today? Allah took the blessing out of their 

knowledge because of what they did. They might have had a temporary, imaginary blessing 

that some may have thought was a blessing, but it faded and then it was gone. Look at Abu 

Haneefah and look at his knowledge. Look at his legacy, look at his Madhab, it lives on.  

The torture of Abu Haneefah began because he would not accept the position. The one who 

was appointed to torture Abu Haneefah (the one who was lashing him) went to Ibn 

Hubayrah, he said the man is about to die. Ibn Hubayrah said go and tell him, fulfil my oath 

and he will walk out of prison. Either take the position or you are going to continue to be 

lashed. Abu Haneefah said you go back and tell him, Wallahi if he wants me to count the 

gates of the Masaajid in Waasil, I will not do that for him. This is with the lashing going on in 

prison, he had the key to the prison.  

After, the whipper sympathised. Imagine, the one who was whipping him sympathised with 

Abu Haneefah, not the scholars and not the leaders. Abu Haneefah was told after 

mediation, they said go and think about it. They finally let him out of prison to think about it 

as a good will gesture, hoping that he will change his mind. At that time as well, Ibn 

Hubayrah saw in a dream that the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam told him, you whip a 

man who did nothing wrong? So for both reasons, to think about it and the dream. They let 

Abu Haneefah go, a grace period to see if they can win him over because they always dealt 

with hope and fear. Abu Haneefah got on his camel and fled to Makkah and remained in 

Makkah until the Umawiyyah rule changed to the Abbaasi rule.  

Imagine that, if anyone was to tell a ruler I do not want that position today, what are they 

going to call him? What are the Murj’ah rejects going to call him today? They are going to 

call him Khawaarij. These were leaders who were better than any of the leaders today, who 

never sold their dignity, never allied with the enemy, never honoured, gave their resources 

and wealth to the enemy, yet he refused to take a position with him. Ibn Hubayrah the 

governor of Baghdad who did all this to Abu Haneefah never made Baghdad a state for the 

enemies to roam around in it, making it more comfortable for them than their own homes. 

Yes they had some oppression, no doubt about that, but they were Muslim leaders. Today 

you hear of a Murji’ah reject saying Maaliki the Shi’ah who is the leader in Iraq today is a 

Wali Amr, he must be obeyed and anyone who revolts against him is a Khaariji. You hear 

that today.  

The punishment of Abu Haneefah was prison and lashings. Just the punishment of the 

lashing was ten days, every day he gets ten lashes. Some said eleven days, so that is a 

hundred and ten lashes. The scholars said he was very steadfast and patient when he was 

lashed, except when he was lashed in the face. Why? Because he did not want his mother in 
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the future to see what happened to him, in a visit or probably if he gets released. When his 

mother saw it she was extremely sad and she told him when he got out, knowledge that 

leads you to this, you should leave it son. She was sympathetic with him and his response 

was stunning. He said mother, if I wanted worldly gain, I would have gotten it and more, but 

I wanted Allah to know I guarded His religion and His knowledge and I did not let these 

worldly matters destroy me. Physical torture is not destroying me mum, that is basically 

what he is telling her. Using the knowledge in an improper way is the destruction. Ten days, 

ten years, who cares mum, that is basically what he is telling her. I stood my ground mum, 

for the sake of Allah.  

Why ten lashes every day, why did they not give him a hundred and ten on one day? 

Because they were so hard that they did not want him to die, but rather suffer. His body 

could not handle more than ten lashes, they wanted him to suffer so they gave him ten 

lashes every day to torture him more. Abu Haneefah was adamant, I am not going to be a 

judge. Yaa Allah, all this so he will not be a judge? One of the highest positions of his time. 

When he was released he said: 

 أشد علي من الضرب أمي كان غم
The agony of my mum over me was worse than the torture. She is depressed, she faces 

hardship knowing her son is in prison, that was the worst pain I suffered. So true, that 

statement is so true. There is no pain for one in prison who is true human being, worse than 

knowing the agony of the mother when she suffers. When I and my father were taken to 

prison, my mum gave an oath never to leave the house but to supplicate and make Du’aa 

for us or die in that status, which she Rahmatullahi ‘Alayha did. May Allah raise her ranks to 

the Firdaws. My family tells me she used to get up every single night, all night long, weep 

and cry and make Du’aa. And I have no doubt Inshaa Allah that it was Inshaa Allah her Du’aa 

that Allah accepted and I was released from. 

One of the matters pertaining to that issue that I remember when I mention the statement 

of Abu Haneefah is once I called home, I had not called, wrote or had any communication 

for some time and I think they gave me seven or ten minutes. When you call from prison, 

they give you the option of pressing a certain number to accept the call from prison. So 

before I said Salaamu ‘Alaykum, she used to know the recording and the number, so she 

pressed it. And by Allah for seven minutes Rahmatullahi ‘Alayha, all I heard was Ahmad, 

Ahmad, Habeebi Ahmad, Ahmad, Ahmad, for ten straight minutes. I did not know what was 

going on or how the house is. She was so overwhelmed at hearing my voice that all she 

could say was Ahmad and she was running around up and down the house telling the family, 

Ahmad, Ahmad is on the phone. That is why when someone is in prison he can forgive, but 

there are others who have rights. If you contributed with words, there are others who have 

rights who may have made Du’aa on you in the nights, because it is not only the right of the 
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one in prison. There is a mother, there is a son, there is a wife, there is a husband who are 

all involved. And what do you think they do in the midst of agony like this, other than make 

Du’aa against the one who was responsible for the imprisonment?  

Abu Haneefah gets lashed, Abu Haneefah gets imprisoned, this is the path of the righteous. 

 Ali Ibn ‘Aasim said: 

َماِم أَِبي َحِنيَفَة ِبِعْلِم َأْهِل َزَمانِِه ، َلَرَجَح َعَلْيِهمْ   َلْو ُوِزَن ِعْلُم اإْلِ
If you were to take the knowledge of Abu Haneefah and the knowledge of the people during 

his time, the knowledge of Imaam Abu Haneefah would outweigh them. All of them, many 

of whom were big scholars and among the people of his time was Imaam Maalik.  

They asked Ibn al-Mubaarak, is Maalik more knowledgeable or someone else? They asked 

him between Maalik, Abu Haneefah and others. He said: 

 أبو حنيفة أفقه الناس
Abu Haneefah is the most knowledgeable.  

Abu Mu’aawiyah adh-Dhareer said: 

 حب أبي حنيفة من السنة
Loving Abu Haneefah is from the Sunnah.  

What I am telling you is who he was, he was a man who went in and out of prison. This is 

the man who stood against the Abbaasiyyah and Umawiyyah. Ath-Thahabi said leadership in 

Fiqh and the details of Fiqh are to Abu Haneefah, meaning he is the Imaam in that matter.  

The torment was so severe on Abu Haneefah that when Imaam Ahmad used to remember 

it, he would weep and cry and make Du’aa for Abu Haneefah. Note, if you read the books of 

Fiqh and you know about Fiqh, you will know that among the four Madhaahib, if you were 

to say which are the two who had the most disputes, it would be between Abu Haneefah 

the first and Ahmad who was the last of the four. That is because Abu Haneefah had very 

little Ahaadith and he had to do a lot of Ijtihaad Rahimahullah, whereas Ahmad had plenty 

of Hadith compiled and he resorted more to Hadith. Did Imaam Ahmad say I am glad Abu 

Haneefah who I disputed with in this and this, got tortured in prison? He used to remember 

the lashing of his brother Abu Haneefah who he differed with in many Fiqh issues, and cry 

and make Du’aa for him. And he used to remember it when he himself was being lashed and 

make Du’aa for Abu Haneefah.  
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Abu Haneefah remained a fugitive until the leadership changed. Now the Abbaasiyyah took 

rule and Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor took leadership. Abu Ja’far was a great leader, a big leader, 

who was he? He was a man who wore harsh clothing, his dresses were all stitched up, he 

was not a man who had a Yacht for twenty billion dollars. He was known not to have any 

music, instruments of music or anything of that sort in his palaces or houses, he abolished 

all that. When he knew a drum was played in his palace by the servants, he ordered it be 

destroyed. He would never spend extravagantly on himself or even on poets like others 

would do, he would give them just a regular salary. This man, even though his leadership 

had oppression, no question about it, his foot is worth more than all the leaders of the 

Muslim countries today combined.  

The Majoos (the fire worshippers) invaded during his time, they invaded Naysaaboor, 

Qawmas and ar-Rayy which are towns north of Iran today. They took some Muslim wealth, 

they killed some Muslim men and they took women and kids as prisoners. Read in the 

history, this was Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor so he sent al-‘Ijlee who was a general and he said 

you do not come back here until you regain the Muslim wealth, and you free every last 

woman and child they took as prisoners, and he did so. Yes he oppressed his own people, 

yes he did wrong in his town, but when an outsider Majoosi came to invade the Northern 

part of Iran where Muslims were, he put a stop to it immediately. Compare that with the 

leaders today who imprison the women and hand them over to the enemies of Allah. You 

see why I say the foot of Abu Ja’far is better than the leaders of today?  

Al-Bazaazi said Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor made people give an oath that if you rebel against me, 

your blood is in vain, meaning I can take your blood. The people of Moosil in Iraq rebelled 

against him, they renegaded against Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor. He had the power, he gathered 

them and imprisoned them. All of the scholars were there including Abu Haneefah, he said 

to the scholars, the Mu’min follow the rules, the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: 

 اْلُمْؤِمُنوَن َعَلى ُشُروِطِهمْ 
I said if you rebel against me, your blood is gone. So the kiss up scholars said yes you make 

the point, you took an oath and they violated it so you kill them all.  

Abu Haneefah remained silent so Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor said what do you have to say Abu 

Haneefah? Abu Haneefah said they gave an oath on a matter which is not under their 

control to give an oath on. They cannot even give a promise like that and you impose the 

rule on them? You are not supposed to. The blood of a Muslim is not permissible to be shed 

except in three and none of the three they did, so the rule of Allah supersedes your oath 

and your rule that you guys exchanged. What Abu Haneefah meant was the Hadith that the 

Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said the blood of a Muslim cannot be shed except if he 

kills, commits adultery or leaves his religion. This is in an Islamic Khilaafah, Islam sacreds the 

blood so he cannot kill them. Abu Ja’far accepted the statement of Abu Haneefah and he let 
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them go, it took a lot but he let them go. He told Abu Haneefah, I let them go, do not inspire 

people to rebel against me and he let Abu Haneefah go. Abu Haneefah remained steadfast, 

firm, outspoken in matters of truth, even though the leader was kissing up to him. The 

others kissed up to the leader, the leader kissed up to him. Zafar the student of Abu 

Haneefah said Abu Haneefah used to continue to speak loud and be in the forefront of 

matters of the Ummah until I told him, Abu Haneefah when are you going to be quiet? They 

are going to put the noose around our necks if you do not stop.  

The exact same problem that happened during the Umayyah rule happened when Abu Ja’far 

took leadership. After he quashed the revolt he summoned Abu Haneefah and just like Ibn 

Hubayrah did back in the previous ruling, he said Abu Haneefah, you should become a judge 

and you are going to be the head judge. He sent ten thousand Dirham and a female servant 

to Abu Haneefah with Abdullah Ibn Humayd who was a minister. Abu Haneefah said take 

this back to him, I do not accept this. He said take it, he said I refuse it. So Abu Haneefah 

was summoned to the palace and when he was summoned Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor said are 

you rejecting the position of a judge? He said yes I reject it, I am not fit for that position. And 

they kept going on and on, Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor and Abu Haneefah Rahimahullah. Abu 

Ja’far gets mad because he speaks back to him. Abu Haneefah said I am not fit for it, so Abu 

Ja’far said you are a liar. Abu Haneefah said well now you called me a liar, how can a liar 

become a judge? Abu Ja’far got even angrier and said Wallahi you are going to be a judge or 

I am going to lash you, the same thing Ibn Hubayrah did a while ago. Abu Haneefah said 

Wallahi I am not going to be a judge. One of the guards there said, our leader says an oath 

and you say an oath? Abu Haneefah said yeah well he is richer than me, he can do a 

Kaffaarah, I cannot. Meaning he is richer, he can feed ten poor people, I am a poor man. He 

was sort of mocking and making fun of them.  

Then he was ordered to prison and after this dialogue went on, do you know what Abu 

Haneefah was in prison for? He was in prison because he was considered a Khaariji. This is 

the path of the righteous, in and out of prison while the others are in and out of five and 

seven star hotels. This was a man who was in prison because he was considered a Khaariji. 

Not only did they consider Abu Haneefah a Khaariji, this was his official charge, he was 

considered an ‘Alawi Khaariji, imagine that. You know the ancestors of Hafidh and Bashar al-

Asad, they were always trying to revolt and renegade against Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor. They 

considered Abu Haneefah part of that, an ‘Alawi Khaariji, so Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor orders 

him to prison. Basically what I am trying to say is do not get mad when a Murji’ah reject calls 

you a Khaariji. And today it is not only the Murji’ah rejects who call you a Khaariji, but I 

heard a modernist in the West use the word Khaariji in a very recent clip, defaming one of 

the biggest leaders of our time. Now the modernists, so called Salafis and the Murji’ah 

rejects began using the word Khaariji.  

Abu Ja’far lets him go to prison and orders that he be tortured under his command. He says 

treat him very harshly, threaten his life and pressure him in every single way you can. At this 
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time during the era of Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor, Abu Haneefah was approximately seventy 

years old. He was weak, he was old, and they feared that he may die in prison and this might 

cause an uprising. So they let him go to his house, but in his house he was under house 

arrest. He cannot speak, he cannot leave not even for Salah, he cannot give any Fatwas, yet 

Abu Haneefah remained firm and he died in his prison a hundred and fifty years after the 

Hijrah of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He died in his house prison 

and it is said that Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor slipped poison to his house and killed him. It is said 

that he slipped it within the food and that he sent someone to force Abu Haneefah to eat 

that poison. When Abu Haneefah died, he said do not bury me on a land that the leaders 

took unjustly or by force from anyone. That was among the last things Abu Haneefah said.  

The righteous ‘Ulamaa always struggled with their rulers. They were not blind, submissive 

followers, subservient to their leaders, even though they are incomparable to the leaders of 

today. I am going to repeat, they were oppressive back then but they are incomparable to 

the leaders of today. What amazes one in all these trials of Abu Haneefah for example, is 

that he had the keys to the prison, he could have left any time he wanted. What are the 

keys to the prison? What are the keys to his freedom? What did he have to do? All he had to 

do in both times was accept the position, the highest, most prestigious position an ‘Aalim of 

his time could dream of. But he said: 

 ﴾٣٣: ﴿يوسف ...بِّ السِّْجُن َأَحبُّ ِإَليَّ   رَ ...
“O my Lord! Prison is more to my liking.” (Surat Yusuf: 33) 

The lashing, the torture, the prison and the humiliation were more beloved to Abu 

Haneefah than what? What did he have to do? Than a prestigious job any ‘Aalim or Imaam 

of his time would have dreamed of. Not once but twice, during the Umayyah Khilaafah and 

during the Abbaasiyyah Khilaafah. You see the difference between the ‘Ulamaa 

Rabbaaniyeen and ‘Ulamaa ad-Dunya, as-Salaateen?  

Who were these leaders Abu Haneefah refused to be a follower of? Who were they? Abu 

Ja’far al-Mansoor and Ibn Hubayrah. Ibn Hubayrah made mistakes, he oppressed, but he 

was a man who used to call scholars every time he felt his heart was hardened. He would 

call the scholars to his palace and tell them, advise me. Al-Hasan al-Basri used to walk in his 

palace and be very harsh advising him, and he would weep. Ash-Sha’bi said when me and al-

Hasan al-Basri used to walk in, al-Hasan al-Basri used to scare and scold the leader. He used 

to warn him in matters and verses and Ahaadith of the life after, so much so that Ibn 

Hubayrah the leader would weep and cry so much we thought he was going to die from the 

crying. He would cry so much from fear of Allah that we thought he was going to die. This 

was not a leader spreading the call of Kufr out of Makkah, spreading the call of interfaith out 

of Makkah.  
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Take the stance that I am telling you of Abu Haneefah, both of them, in the Umayyah and 

the Abbaasi Khilaafah. Take the name Abu Haneefah out, take the Umawiyyah Khilaafah out 

and take the Abbaasiyyah Khaleefah out, then take this stance and say it to anyone. Say it to 

those Murji’ah rejects, tell this stance of Abu Haneefah to them without mentioning the 

names of the leaders or the Imaam. You know what they are going to do? They are going to 

say he is a Khaariji and they are going to send one of their twelve year olds to write you a 

twenty page refutation. And then you tell them but this was Abu Haneefah, they are going 

to back away and say oh but Barbahaari said do not debate with the Mubtadi’ and you are a 

Mubtadi’. This is their path, this is how they become misguided. I heard a snippet that I 

talked about, a Daa’iyah in the US caught lying about a big scholar and saying Ibn 

‘Uthaymeen and Salmaan al-‘Awdah considered this man a Khaariji. You modernists are 

talking and using Ibn ‘Uthaymeen but before you quote Ibn ‘Uthaymeen on calling someone 

a Khaariji which is not really true and he is a liar, why do you not use the works of Ibn 

‘Uthaymeen and quote him on Walaa’ and Baraa’ which concerns you and your ‘Aqeedah 

and your Heaven and Hell directly? 

I remember once I was involved in a dispute between a husband and a wife, Wallahi, 

Wallahil-‘Adheem. The husband was next to me and the wife was behind a curtain in the 

dining room. They had a dispute and we were solving some kind of marital problem, that 

would have been approximately twelve years ago. A topic came up that was not really 

essential to the main topic of their feud. She said Shaykh I know my rights over this man, I 

know I have to be obedient. I do not know what the context was but one of the things she 

mentioned was, she said Shaykh I know anal sex is Haraam but if he orders me to do anal 

sex which he does, then I give in because I am supposed to listen to my husband. I know it is 

Haraam to sit with mingled men and females and talk with them, but if he asks me I do it 

because I am supposed to be obedient like the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said. 

Mashaa Allah, the new Fiqh, she is a Faqeehah now, the order of the husband supersedes 

the order of Allah. This innocent woman heard so much Hadith on obedience to the 

husband, her Fiqh made her assume that obedience to the husband supersedes obedience 

to the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and Allah.  

I looked at the Faqeehah, I said Mashaa Allah. Mashaa Allah a new Fiqh, the order of the 

husband supersedes the order of Allah. She heard so much Hadith on obedience to the 

husband, her Fiqh made her assume it supersedes any other order. You cannot blame an 

ignorant woman born in this country who cannot really speak a lot of Arabic for that 

rationale. She was corrected and she accepted, may Allah grant her and her husband 

Barakah Inshaa Allah Ta’aala. The point of it is, that rationale is that of the Murji’ah today, 

the ‘Ulamaa of the Salaateen and the modernists along with them. That is the same 

rationale they adopt, that is exactly how those so called ‘Ulamaa view things. Every time you 

hear them, submission to the leaders, obedience to the leaders. Every time you hear them, 

you remember the rationale of this woman. It is the same thing except she is an ignorant 

woman and they are knowledgeable, they know what they are doing.  
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Let me give you a practical example, Aa’idh al-Qarni. He interrogated three of the ‘Ulamaa 

inside prison after their torture. He went into prison after their torture, their beatings and 

their threats, and did an interview with them that they allegedly recanted everything they 

had ever said. After that he went on al-Jazeera, about a few months after that. In the 

interview, the reporter (a near clean shaven man) asked him, how could you accept 

something like that? You know what his response was? Like that woman, Wali al-Amr told 

me to do that. Just like that woman, the one that said anal sex is permissible, the rationale 

of that woman is the same as the rationale of Aa’idh al-Qarni. Her husband ordered her to 

do Haraam, she must be obedient to him because he is her husband. The king ordered him 

to go into prison and interrogate those people after their torture, he is part of it and he said 

I have to listen. You be a participant in the torture of your brother because the leader said 

it? What is the difference between you and that woman who said anal sex is permissible? 

But Abu Haneefah, he said even if he asked me to count the doors and gates of the Masaajid 

in Waasil, I will not do it. I will not even do something I think is ok to do for him, let alone 

something else. Is he a Khaariji? Ask him if he is a Khaariji.  

Another example of one who is always apparent on TVs all over and his tears supposedly do 

not dry because he is moved by verses from the Qur’an. This week he goes to Vienna 

(Austria) as one of the heads of the delegation to promote interfaith. What happened to all 

those tears that were shed? If those tears do not move you to the right ‘Aqeedah, there is 

no good in those tears. Why does he go? His rationale is the same as that woman who said 

it is ok to have anal sex because her husband orders her and he goes because Wali al-Amr 

said to go to Vienna and promote interfaith. 

Ibn Baaz Rahimahullah and al-Lajnah gave a Fatwa many years ago that interfaith is a call of 

Kufr. How so suddenly did it become a call of Islam and to promote Islam? Why has what 

was at one point the call of Kufr, now become the ideal method to spread Islam? What has 

changed? Fatwa #17300, you can go look it up. Ibn Baaz, Bakr Abu Zayd, ‘Aalish-Shaykh and 

al-Fawzaan signed it. I just want you to look at point number eight in it, they said if a Muslim 

calls to this call, it is a call of Riddah and it may make him apostate. This is their own, high, 

official scholars over there. Why and what changed? Some play games with the terminology, 

dialogue, Da’wah. There is a difference between Da’wah which we are all for and interfaith. 

Al-Fawzaan, ar-Raajhi, Ghunaymaan, as-Saalih, al-Mahmood and al-Barraak, all of them 

issued Fatwas considering it a call of Kufr. Their scholars over there, righteous guided 

scholars Inshaa Allah. When al-Barraak was going to be put on trial for calling it a call of 

Kufr, over twenty big, reputable scholars backed him with a Fatwa saying what he said is the 

Qur’an and the Sunnah.  

This individual who represents his delegation of interfaith was asked by a caller one time, 

about a year ago, why do you not talk about the leader King Abdullah and what he does? 

And the live question said one of the things is interfaith. You might not know it but today 

instead of spreading Islam out of Makkah, it has become a headquarter for spreading 
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interfaith. So this Shaykh, instead of admitting his guilt or brushing it away, he says no, the 

Christians in Najraan came to the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam in the 

Mosque of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam in Madinah and they were going to pray 

to the West, and the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said let them pray. They prayed 

their own prayer in the West in the Mosque of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. This 

is narrated in Ibn Katheer and Ibn Ishaaq. This was over a year ago and it is possible that his 

justification was why they chose him today to go to Austria, and be one of the leaders of 

that.  

Little did anyone comment on that story by Ibn Ishaaq and Ibn Katheer, that its Isnaad is 

Mu’dhal (معضل). Isnaad Mu’dhal means there are two narrators missing right after each 

other. Muhammad Ibn Ja’far Ibn az-Zubayr narrates from the Tabi’een and then there are 

two men missing right after each other. We cannot take a Hadith like that on any issue, a 

Mu’dhal is like a Munqati’ (منقطع), it is the same thing. Mu’dhal is when two men in the 

narration are missing right after each other. Mursal (مرسل) is when there is one or two 

missing and when it is missing throughout the Isnaad. So it could be one missing from here 

and one missing from there, but Mu’dhal is when they are missing right after each other.  

Ath-Thahabi said about al-Mu’dhal, it is rare that anyone uses this type of Hadith. No one 

uses this type of Hadith, but to promote the call of Kufr now so suddenly we use it because 

the leader wants it. Their rationale is just like that woman, except more advanced than that 

woman. Where are the rest of the ‘Ulamaa to show this Hadith is Mu’dhal? If it was on any 

other topic, they would say oh this man is mentioning weak and fabricated Hadith that you 

cannot even attribute to the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.  

Think Yaa Muslimeen, who are the righteous leaders and who are not? Distinguish between 

those who are the slaves of the rulers, and the slaves of Ar-Rahmaan. Distinguish between 

those who are the slaves of popularity, and those who seek to please Allah. Take your 

religion (your most valued thing) from those who fear Allah. Distinguish between the sell 

outs who want to gain more followers, and those who want to follow Allah.  

Abu Haneefah Rahimahullah dies in prison, this is the path of the righteous. Some pass the 

test in prison and some do not pass the test in prison, but the righteous always remain 

steadfast. When the mediators went to Abu Haneefah to try to mediate, as the whips and 

lashes were going on he said a whip in this life is easier for me to deal with than the hooked 

rods of iron in Hellfire. Wallahi I will not take that position even if he kills me.  

 ﴾٢١: ﴿الحج َوَلُهم مََّقاِمُع ِمْن َحِديد  
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And for them are hooked rods of iron (to punish them). (Surat al-Hajj: 21) 

He said: 

هلل َل ، وا ضربة لي في الدنيا أخف من معالجة مقامع الحديد في اْلخرة
 قتلنيو إن فعل أ

He fled to Makkah and he did not return until the leadership was changed to Abu Ja’far al-

Mansoor. And when Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor took leadership, he imprisoned him and he 

remained steadfast. Leaders do not leave people who are of knowledge to speak their 

knowledge unless the knowledge goes in the benefit of their remaining firm in their thrones 

and seats. And this was the righteous Abu Haneefah Rahimahullahu Ta’aala. 


